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In The Claims; (a mark^d-up copy of the following amended claims is attached asAppendixA 
at the end of this Response.) 

Please canccTclaims VI, 19 and 36, without prejudice. 

Please rew rite claims 1-16. 1 8, 20-35. and 37-40, without prejudice, as follows: 

(Amended) A virtual trading floor system, comprising: 
^ a cod^tAtecoder that receives and transmits data; 

a graphicnh^ce coupled to said coder/decoder, that receives and displays certain of 
said data transmitted fri^aid coder/decoder as a plurality of trader metaphors representative of 
actual traders; 

said trader metaphors simula^g one or more body movements of traders in an open 

outcry trading environment; 

a control interfece coupled to said co^e^/decoder for initiating orders related to said data 
received and transmitted by said coder/decoder; andv 

a data interface coupled to said coder/decodeHbi^^splayuig said data in a non-graphic, 
human-readable form, and for receiving and liansmitting da^ and from said coder/decoder. 

2. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein said 
coder/decoder receives said data from a trading source. 

3. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1. wherein said graphic 
interface, said control interface and said data interface comprise a single interfiace. 

4. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein said trader 
metaphors include a human metaphor having a hand up and facing in toward said human 
metaphor to represent an actual buying trader. 

5. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein said trader 
metaphors include a human metaphor having a hand up that is facing out and away from said 
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human metaphor to represent an actual selling trader. 

6. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein said trader 
metaphore include a phnaUty of buying trader metaphors and a particular one of said pluraUty of 
buying trader metaphors is positioned visually forward or is characterized by a larger metaphor 
than the remaining said pluraUty of buying trader metaphors, and is representative of one of said 
actual traders having the highest bid price for a security. 

7. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein said trader 
metaphors include a pluraUty of selling trade metaphors and a particular one of said plurality of 
seUing trader metaphors is positioned visually forward or is characterized by a larger metaphor 
than the remaining said plurality of seUing tmder metaphors, and is representative of one of said 
actual traders having the lowest offer price for a security. 

g. (Amended) The virtual tradmg floor system of Claim 1, wherein each of said 
trader metaphors has an associated visual price designation and an associated visual quantity 
designation. 

9, (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1. viicrein said trader 
metaphors include a plurality of selling trader metaphors arranged in rows based on the offer 
price of each said seUing trader metaphor, such that any selling trader metaphor in a first row wiU 
have an associated offer price that is below that of any selUng trader metaphor in a second row 
which is behind said first row. and such that said pluraUty of selUng trader metaphors are 
arranged within each row in order of offer price. 

10. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1. wherein said trader 
mel^hors include a pluraUty of buying trader metaphors airanged in rows based on the bid price 
of each said buyhig trader, such that any buying trader metaphor in a first row will have an 
associated bid price that is above that of any buying trader metaphor m a second row which is 
behind said first row, and such that said plumUty of buying trader metaphors are arranged within 
each row in order of bid price. 
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11. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1. wherein said trader 
metJ9)hors include a plurality of selling trader metaphors represented by a first color, and a 
plurality of buying trader metaphors represented by a second color. 

12. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein said trader 
metaphors include a plurality of selling trader metaphors and a plurality of buying trader 
metaphors and a given one of said plurality of seUing trader metaphors representative of a best 
offer price is adjacent to a given one of said plurality of buying trader metaphors representative 
ofa best bid price. 

13. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1 , further comprising an 
auditory means for providing price and quantity designations associated with a particular trader, 
met^hor. 

14. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1. wherein a particular 
one of said trader metaphors is representative of a pluraUty of said actual traders each having the 
highest bid price for a security, 

15. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein a particular 
one of said trader metaphors is representative of a plurality of actual traders each having the 
lowest offer price for a security. 

16. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein a particular 
one of s aid trader metaphors is representative of a pluraUty of said actual traders. 

\'l "i"^. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein a particular 
one of said trader metaphors is representative of a plurality of said actual traders and has an 
associated visual price designation and an associated visual quantity designation. 
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\% 2Q. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein the number of 
said trader metaphors changes conespondingly to said number of said actual traders trading in a 
particular security. 

\\, (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, further comprising an 
auditory means whose volume fluctuates based on the number of actual buying or selling traders 
trading in a particular security. 

V- (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, fiffther comprising an 
auditory means whose volume fluctuates based on the number of actual buying or seUing traders 
trading in a particular market 

^. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1 , f\irther comprising an 
auditory means from which the audio fluctuates based on the number of actual buying or selling 
traders trading in a plurality of markets. 

"^^ii^. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1 , further comprismg an 
auditory means for providing the confirmation of a trade between a particular actual buying 
trader and a particular actual selling trader. 

^S. (Amended) The virtual tradmg floor system of Claim 1, fijrther comprising an 
auditory means from which the audio fluctuates based on the volume of trading in a particular 
security. 



(Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1 , fiirther comprising an 
auditory means from which the audio fluctuates based on the volume of trading in a particular 
market. 
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27. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1 , further comprising an 
auditory means from which the audio fluctuates based on the volume of trading in a plurality of 
markets. 

(Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, further comprising a 
quote board displayed with said plurality of trader met^hors. 

^ ^. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 1, wherein said trader 
metaphors are representative of actual traders in diflferent markets, and are displayed on different 
segments of a given display. 

(Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim 29, wherein a trader may 
place orders in a given market of said different markets that has been designated as active. 

^. (Amended) The virtual tmding floor system of Claim 1, further compnsmg a 
displayed quote board contaiiung information from one or more different markets. 

3^. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim ^ , wherein a trader may 
place orders in a given market of said different markets that is visually designated as active in 
said quote board, and where said plurality of trader metaphors are representative of activity in 
said given market 

^ ^3. (Amended) The virtual trading floor system of Claim \ wherein a trader may 
place orders in a given market of said different markets that is visually designated as active in 
said quote board, and where said trader metaphors are representative of activity in a different 
market. 
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(Amended) A virtual trading floor systeir, comprising: 



des data; and 



a so _ 
a graphicteterfece tbaT 

representative of actual 

said trader metaphors six^ulatiiig 

OHtcry trad ittg^viroilittenL 



^es said data and displays a plurality of trader metaphors 
more ^3y movements of traders in an open 



^oorsy^e 



[K)r system, compnsmg: 

•^ecoder receiving said data from said 



35. (Amended) A virtual tra 
a source that generates data; 
a coder/decoder coupled to said soi 
source; and 

a graphic interface that receives said data from said cod^ecoder and displays a 
plurality of buying and selling trader metaphors representative of actual buying and selling 

traders; \^ 

said trader metaphors simulating one or more body movements of trade^n an open 

outcry tr ading enviromnent. 

(Amended) A virtual trading floor system, comprising: 
a cod^/^ecoder that transmits and receives data; 
a control inteafece coupled to said coder/decoder; 
a data interface cbu^ed to said coder/decoder; and 

a graphic interface c^ed to said coder/decoder for receiving said data from said 
coder/decoder and for displayingVpl^^ metaphors representative of acnial traders, 

said trader metaphors simulating ofS^i^mote body movements of traders in an open outcry 
trading environment, wherein the nUem^of^a^ one of said trader metaphors is responsive 
to and synchronized with an actual trafe^SJnovwnents. 

38. (Amended) A virtual trading floor systerrt^^mprising: 
a source that generates data; 
a coder/decoder coupled to said source; 



CIII99 3917778.3.035103.00! R 

Received from < 312 984 7700 > at 511S/02 4:42:59 PM [Eastern DaySght Time] 



